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October 2006 --- Commonwealth Data Point
Did you know that there were over 115,000 driver licenses issued in the city of Richmond during 2004 or that Arlington had the highest per capita income of any Virginia county in 2003?  If not, you may not be familiar with the Commonwealth Data Point, created by the Auditor of Public Accounts.



In March of 2005, Virginia’s General Assembly charged the APA with establishing and maintaining a database that would improve public access to statewide fiscal information and statistics.  
To meet this charge, the APA created Commonwealth Data Point, which became available to the public in November 2005.  This is an internet database that currently contains revenue, expenditure, budget, and demographic information from fiscal years 2003 through 2006.  The database contains drill-down menus so that users can display data in several formats.  Some of the display capabilities include by fund, object, or even by the individual voucher.  
The APA will continue to collect and upload data until the database contains a decade’s worth of information.  At that point, the APA will maintain Data Point with information from the Commonwealth’s ten most recently ended fiscal years. 


Commonwealth Data Point collects state agency revenue, expenditure, and budget information from CARS, the Commonwealth Accounting and Reporting System.  The APA also retrieves this information individually from the state’s colleges and universities.  To gather demographic information about localities, the APA relies on various resources, including the Department of Motor Vehicles, the Department of Taxation, and the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Economic Analysis.    

The APA updates a majority of the information in Data Point quarterly.  There is a link to a Data Update Schedule on the Commonwealth Data Point’s home page.  The schedule not only provides the public with the specific dates that we update information; it also provides the source of that information.  Since the APA does not audit all of the available data, we recommend that Data Point users contact the source of provided information to conduct further research or verification.       
Our vision for the Commonwealth Data Point, and the vision of Senator Walter A. Stosch, who sponsored the 2005 legislation, is to provide relevant information to decision makers at all levels of state government, and to provide Virginia’s citizens with accessible and available information.  
You can access Commonwealth Data Point through the APA website or directly at: 

http://datapoint.apa.virginia.gov
